
Welder Certification Program 
2026 Updates



Recording and use of AI notetaking or transcription tools 
are not permitted. Any AI notetaker or recording bot 

identified during the session will be removed. This webinar 
is being recorded by NTEA. 

A link to the recording and presentation materials will be 
shared with attendees after the event.



March 10-13 Indiana Convention Center Indianapolis, IN

Register today!



How to ask questions

We encourage you to ask questions throughout today’s 
presentation. Please use the Q&A feature within zoom. 



How to ask questions

Click in the box to type your question. You can choose to send 
your question anonymously if you like. 



Today’s Presenters
Dan Klingman
Manager, Educational Programming | Lincoln Electric
Dan_klingman@lincolnelectric.com 
216-287-6103

Bill Finn
Senior Program Manager | NC3 
bill.finn@nc3.net
517-214-0056

Moderated by: Jennifer Mitchell, Sr. Director of Content Development, NTEA

mailto:Dan_klingman@lincolnelectric.com
mailto:bill.finn@nc3.net


Program Overview
Developed in collaboration with 
Lincoln Electric Company and 
National Coalition of Certification 
Centers (NC3), is designed to help 
you establish an internal welder 
training and certification program 
for your facility.



Lincoln Electric Welding 
Technology & Training Center

Located in Cleveland, Ohio
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Educational Elements
SAFETY

• SAFE WORKING CONDITIONS 
• PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT
• FIRE SAFETY
• FIRST AID
• INSPECTING AND TROUBLESHOOTING
• ELECTRICAL SAFETY
• GMAW SAFETY 
• ARC WELDING AND CUTTING EQUIPMENT SAFETY 



Educational Elements
PRINCIPLES OF WELDING

• FOUNDATIONS OF ARC WELDING 
• VARIABLES IN WELDING 
• WELDING TECHNOLOGY 
• VISION AND BODY POSITION IN WELDING 
• INTRODUCTION TO WELDING JOINTS, POSITIONS AND SYMBOLS 
• IDENTIFYING SHAPES AND DIMENSIONS OF METALS 
• METAL PREPARATION AND FIT-UP 
• WELDING STANDARDS 
• WELD DISCONTINUITIES AND DEFECTS 
• INSPECTING AND TESTING WELDS 



Educational Elements
GMAW PROCESS (MIG)

• PRINCIPLES OF GMAW 
• GMAW SHIELDING GASES 
• GMAW ELECTRODES 
• GMAW MODES OF METAL TRANSFER 
• GMAW EQUIPMENT AND ACCESSORIES 



NC3 Training Portal Resources



Sample Certificate



Non-profit network of education providers and corporations 

committed to training the next-generation of skilled workers to 

meet industry demands.

WHERE EDUCATION & 
INDUSTRY MEET

NC3.net   © NC3 | National Coalition of Certification Centers. All Rights Reserved.



NC3 INDUSTRY PARTNERS IN EDUCATION

NATIONAL RECOGNITION

NC3.net   © NC3 | National Coalition of Certification Centers. All Rights Reserved.

OVER 200 CERTIFICATIONS OFFERED ACROSS
TRANSPORTATION | ADVANCED MANUFACTURING | BUILDING TRADES | SAFETY 



• Onboarding for new NC3 Industry Members

• Strategy development for training programs and upskilling 

employees

• Programming to discuss workforce development and 

industry/education partnerships within the NC3 network

INDUSTRY MEMBER RESOURCES

NC3.net   © NC3 | National Coalition of Certification Centers. All Rights Reserved.



FAQs about NC3 Membership

1. How much does NC3 membership cost? 
NC3 Membership starts at $5,000 per year. 

2. We have multiple training locations. Do they all have to join 
separately? 
Every training location must be an NC3 member. Additional 
locations can join for $1,000 per year per training location.

3. How many certified trainers is a company required to 
have? 
At least one. One trainer can be leveraged at multiple training 
locations.

LEARN MORE AT NTEA.COM/WELDERCERTIFICATION



FAQs about the Training Program
1. How much does the training program cost?

The Train-the-Trainer program for 5 days (M-F) costs $1,195 NC3 
Member; $1,295 NC3 Non-Member plus travel expenses and the program 
for 3 days (M-W) $795 NC3 Member; $895 NC3 Non-Member plus travel 
expenses. 

2. Can multiple companies share a trainer? 
Yes. You can collaborate with an academic partner and/or other 
companies to share a certified NC3 instructor. Each location where training 
occurs must maintain their own NC3 membership and equipment.

3. Does the welding certification expire? 
No. The certification has no expiration date. 

4. Do the trainers need to be re-certified? 
Yes. Trainers need to recertify online at no additional cost every three 
years. 

LEARN MORE AT NTEA.COM/WELDERCERTIFICATION



Virtual Train-the-Trainer Options
Basic Welding Print Reading
Lincoln Electric and their master trainers offer this live virtual training 
program that prepares you for the exams and labs needed to become 
an NC3 certified instructor. We recommend the self-study Welding Math 
and Measurement certification as a prerequisite, but it is not required.

Thermal Cutting
Thermal Cutting certification training including certifications in Plasma 
Cutting, Oxy Fuel, and Carbon Arc via Zoom. NC3 will deliver the same 
high-quality training that prepares you for the exams, labs, and 
performance assessments needed to become an NC3 certified 
instructor. 





Registration is open!
In-Person Training

Welder Certification 
Train-the-Trainer Session 

FOUR PROCESS (SMAW, GMAW, FCAW, GTAW)
Location: WSU Tech – Wichita, Kansas

June 22-26, 2026
Cost*: 5 days (M-F) $1195 NC3 Member; $1295 NC3 Non-Member 
3 days (M-W) $795 NC3 Member/NTEA Member; $895 NC3 Non-

Member/NTEA Member
*(plus travel expenses per attendee)

LEARN MORE AT NTEA.COM/WELDERCERTIFICATION



Welder Certification 
Train-the-Trainer Session 

FOUR PROCESS (SMAW, GMAW, FCAW, GTAW)
Location: Gateway Tech – Racine, Wisconsin 

July 20-24, 2026

Cost*: 5 days (M-F) $1195 NC3 Member; $1295 NC3 Non-Member 
3 days (M-W) $795 NC3 Member/NTEA Member; $895 NC3 Non-

Member/NTEA Member
*(plus travel expenses per attendee)

LEARN MORE AT NTEA.COM/WELDERCERTIFICATION

In-Person Training



Virtual Training

Basic Welding Print Reading

Dates: April 8 & 10, 2026 | 10 am – 1 pm ET

Cost: $495 members | $595 nonmembers
Sessions held virtually via Zoom 

LEARN MORE AT NTEA.COM/WELDERCERTIFICATION



Virtual Training

Thermal Cutting

Dates: April 20, 22 & 24, 2026 | 10 am – 1 pm ET

Cost: $695 members | $795 nonmembers
Sessions held virtually via Zoom 

LEARN MORE AT NTEA.COM/WELDERCERTIFICATION



Questions?



Thank you!
Dan Klingman
Manager, Educational Programming | Lincoln Electric
Dan_klingman@lincolnelectric.com
216-287-6103

Jennifer Mitchell, Sr. Director of Content Development, NTEA
jenniferm@ntea.com I 248-479-8162

Dan Klingman
Manager, Educational Programming | Lincoln Electric
Dan_klingman@lincolnelectric.com 
216-287-6103

Bill Finn
Senior Program Manager | NC3 
bill.finn@nc3.net
517-214-0056

mailto:Dan_klingman@lincolnelectric.com
mailto:bill.finn@nc3.net
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